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Group planning results from shared purposes. Experiences
lead from one to another and enlarge and deepen in meaning
as the groups of pupils plan and work together. The nature
of the experiences and the relationships which exist among
members of the group decide the part each plays and the
direction of study.
Skills develop as desired ends are sought. The use of a core
of real life problems as foundation for study does not exclude
a certain amount of drill to secure excellence of learning and
high standards in evaluating results. A large part of each day
is spent in studying the personal problems of living, since they
grow from projects pupils work out alone or in groups. Situa-
tions which develop because of. the school, home, or commu-
nity environment help to determine the projects and how
they are studied. The remainder of the day may be spent in
mastering the tools of thinking and communication which
give the child ability to carry out his projects and learn to
adapt socially. Both kinds of experiences are needed to help
the child understand how society functions.7
In this shift of emphasis from subject matter to learner, the
term integration, as used educationally, refers to the process
by which the growing, maturing child achieves a wholesome
balance in personality development.
the "experience" concept is broad
The "experience" concept involves purposeful thought and
action. It recognizes an interaction between the child and
his surroundings, inclusive of other people in action, materials
for creation and re-creation, and accumulations of the cultural
heritage. This concept, more inclusive than the "project"
plan of activities which so often means the Child's working
with ffexngs, stresses instead the interrelationships among peo-
ipfe $nd the methods by which a situation which is being met
l>est Tae made to serve the good of all.8
: The Democratic Process, pp. 71-78.
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